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After an unusually successful summer in the schools which have 
been held in many sections of the country, the American Institute 
is ready to start its several thousands of correspondence students upon 
the work of their respective courses of study. The beginning of the 
work this year is marked by a special day, the Bible-Study Sunday, 
which has been twice mentioned in these pages. The anticipation of 
enlisting one thousand churches is not, as we go to press, September 
i, fully realized, but about six hundred are registered, and more are 
still being added to the whole number. It is yet possible that the 
desired number may be reached. It is probable that many churches 
will take up the idea and carry it out on some later Sunday in Sep- 
tember when the pastors, now absent, have returned from their summer 
vacations. It is of the greatest interest and importance to note that 
95 per cent, of the churches entering upon this plan declare their pur 
pose to arouse such an interest in Bible study that classes may be 
formed as a part of the systematic work of the church. Six hundred, 
or even a thousand, churches is not absolutely a large number, yet 
measured by the radius of their influence, when scattered over this 
country and Canada, such a result means much for Bible study. Some 
statistics will show how widely the movement has spread, both denomi- 
nationally and geographically: Sections of the country represented — 
churches from New England, 80; middle states, no; middle West, 
180 ; far West, 50; southern states, 30; Canada, 50; single representa- 
tives from Mexico, Bermuda, and England. Denominationally the 
churches are as follows : Presbyterians, 90 ; Methodist Episcopal, 80 ; 
Congregational, 100; Baptist, 120; Christian, 30; Protestant Episco- 
pal, Evangelical Reformed, Christ Reformed, Puritan, Unitarian, 
Friends, Covenant, Cumberland Presbyterian, Lutheran, Brethren. 
German Baptist, Free Baptist, United Presbyterian, Swedish, Uni- 
versal ist, Adventist, from one to six churches from each. 

Having aroused this interest in the churches through the most 
legitimate source for such inspiration — the minister, the important 
question is : How shall the classes thus called for be supplied with the 
best material for work ? It will be remembered that these are not 
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ordinary Sunday-school classes, but groups of intelligent men and 
women who will not be satisfied with food prepared for infants. 

The American Institute has done its best under existing con- 
ditions to meet this demand in its Outline Study Courses. It would be 
useless to explain here the details of these courses (many times men- 
tioned in these pages) further than to say to those who are unfamiliar 
with them that they are four in number ; that they aim to give a com- 
prehensive view of a complete biblical subject in one year, at the least 
possible expenditure of time and money; that they provide for daily 
work ; and that they are inductive and historical, rather than homiletic, 
in method and treatment. 

As originally planned, the courses cover two Old Testament and 
two New Testament subjects, as follows : the Life of Christ, the Fore- 
shadowings of the Christ, the Founding of the Christian Church, and 
the Work of the Old Testament Sages. Of the twenty thousand or 
more students who have registered for the courses during the past seven 
years, a large number have now completed the four years' work. For 
the special benefit of these, as well as for any others who are particu- 
larly attracted by the subject, a fifth course is in process of preparation, 
and will be ready by October 1 . It will cover a field practically untouched 
in popular biblical work, viz., the Work of the Old Testament Priest, or 
the Element of Worship in the Old Testament. The following is a very 
brief outline of the substance of the course: (1) the place of worship — 
the altar, the tent or tabernacle, the high place, the temple, the syna- 
gogue; (2) the act or apparatus of worship — sacred objects, natural 
and artificial ; different forms of offerings, their occasion and accom- 
paniment ; the process of sacrifice ; feasts and festivals connected with 
seasons, pilgrimages, or historical events ; music, song and dancing 
(psalms and hymns) ; prayer ; meetings for instruction and exhorta- 
tion ; (t,) the minister of worship — the priests themselves, as individ- 
uals, as a clan or guild, as a complex order, from priests doing menial 
service to the high priest. 

All this matter will be presented historically, beginning with the 
most primitive forms common to all Semitic nations, passing through 
the days of Moses, Samuel, David, and the early prophets, through 
the period of transition during the reigns of the later kings, when 
church and state were struggling with each other for supremacy, and 
ending with that most fruitful period following the captivity and 
return. The history will be studied, not, however, as mere citations of 
events and customs, but with a view to learning the deeper significance 
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of the principles underlying the acts in the long process leading up 
to the fulfilment of Israel's messianic hopes. An effort will be made 
to get at the essential thought of the priestly element in the history, 
and to gain an appreciation of the ideals thus furnished for the 
Christian religion of today. 

The literature covered by this course will be taken from the Penta- 
teuch, the historical and prophetical books, and also in large part from 
the Psalter. 

While the course is intended to be a popular one, it will serve as a 
most valuable introductory course for those more advanced students 
who wish to do thorough work in this study. 

All other departments of the Institute work will be carried on as 
usual — the Reading Guild for professional Bible students with its ten 
complete courses, and also the thorough correspondence courses in 
Hebrew, New Testament Greek, and the English Bible. It is hoped, 
indeed expected, that in all departments not less than ten thousand 
students will be enrolled during the year. 



